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Dear Sirs: 
1. □ 


RECEIVED 

JUL 2 12004 

Technology Center 2600 


I hereby certify that this correspondence 
is being deposited with the United States 
Postal Service with sufficient postage as 
first class mail in an envelope addressed 
to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. on 
July 14. 2004 


Date of Deposit 
Rebecca L. Golden 

y^afne 

yV^iM2AAu\^\A. 2004 

Signature 

Date 


The information disclosure statement submitted herewith is being filed within three 
months of the filing date of the application other than a continued prosecution 
application, or within three months of the date of entry into the national stage of an 
international application, or before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the 
merits, or before the mailing of a first Office action after the filing of a request for 
continued examination under §1.114, whichever event occurs last. 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.97(b). 

2. Q The information disclosure statement transmitted herewith is being filed after th 
period specified in § 1.97(b), but before the mailing date of a final action under 
§1.113, or a notice of allowance under §1.311, or an action that otherwise closes 
prosecution in the application, whichever occurs first. A statement specified in 
§1.97(e) or a fee set forth in §1.17(p) is included. 37 C.F.R. §1.97(c). 


§1.97(e) STATEMENT 

I, the person signing below, state: 

n that each item of information contained in the information disclosure statemenC 
was first cited in the attached communication fi:om a foreign patent office in a g 
counterpart foreign application and that the communication is dated not more 2" 
than three months prior to the filing of the statement. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1). 


OR 


m 

O CX 

o 


I I that no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement 
was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certificatioi^ ^ 
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the g 
information disclosure statement was known to any individual designated in 


CO 
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§ 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the fiUng of the statement. 37 C.F.R 
§L97(e)(2). 

OR FEE 

[H Attached is a fee set forth in 37 CF.R. §1.17(p) for submission of an information 
disclosure statement under § 1.97(c), ($180.00). [OR:] Please charge the fee set 
forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p) for submission of an information disclosure statement 
under §1. 97(c) ($180.00) to Deposit Account No. 50-1314. A copy of this petition 
is enclosed. 


3. 13 The information disclosure statement transmitted herewith is being filed after the 

period specified in § 1.97(c), but before, or simultaneously with the payment of the 
issue fee. A statement specified in § 1.97(e) and a fee set forth in §1.17(p) are 
included. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(d). 

§1.97(e) STATEMENT 

I, the person signing below, state: 

1X1 that each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement 
was first cited in the attached communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application and that the communication is dated not more 
than three months prior to the filing of the statement. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1). 

OR 

I I that no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement 
was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification 
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the 
information disclosure statement was known to any individual designated in 
§ 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the statement. 37 C.F.R. 
§L97(e)(2). 

AND FEE 

^ The fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p) for submission of an information 
disclosure statement under § 1.97(d). ($180.00) is to be charged to Deposit 
Account 50-1314. 

4. ^ If it should be determined that for any reason either an insufficient fee or an 

excessive has been paid, please charge any insufficiency or credit any overpayment 
necessary to ensure consideration of the information disclosure statement for the 
above-identified application to Deposit Account No. 50-1314. A copy of this 
petition is enclosed. 

5. ^ A hst of 2 reference(s) is in the enclosed Form PTO- 1449. 
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NON-ENGLISH LANGUAGE REFERENCES 


^ Enclosed is a search report for a counterpart application. The search report Examiner 
has provided comments on the relevancy of any non-English language references cited 
in the search report. 

□ The specification incorporates comments on the relevancy of Non-English language 

references. 

□ Set forth below are comments provided by the applicant's home country counsel on the 

relevancy of non-English language references: 


Respectfully submitted, 
HOGANSaHARTSGfN] 



Date: July 14, 2004 


Biltmore Tower 

500 South Grand Avenue, Suite 1900 
Los Angeles, CA 90071 
Telephone: (213) 337-6700 
Facsimile: (213) 337-6701 


Attorney for Applicant(s) 
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FORMPTO-1449 W S 

INFORMATIQkjgHP^URE CITATION 

IM AN APPI IPATION 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 

Docket Number (Optional) 

81868.0045 

Application Number 

10/090,419 

Applicant 

Masato GOMYO 

Filing Date 

February 28, 2002 

Group Art Unit 

3682 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAMINER 
INITIAL 


DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATE IF 
APPROPRIATE 


JUL 2 1 2004 


Technology Cniier 2600 


FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



DOCUMENT NUMBER 

DATE 

COUNTRY 

CLASS 

SUBCLASS 

Translation 

YES 

NO 


11-013748 

01/22/1999 

JAPAN 



Abstract 



2002-061637 

02/28/2002 

JAPAN 



Abstract 



























OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 





HECF(\/Pp 


ML 20M 








EXAMINER 

DATE CONSIDERED 

EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP § 609; Draw line through citation If not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to the applicant. 
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AUSTRALIAN PATENT OFFICE 
SEARCH REPORT 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
TW/ACL/H.2002027015 


Application No. 
SG 200201118-7 

Application Filing Date (day/month/year) (Earliest) Priority Date (day/month/year) 
4 March 2002 5 March 2001 

Applicant 

SANKYO SEIKI MFG. CO., LTD. (JP) 


This search rq»rt consists of a total of 3 sheets. 

I It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 


6. 


j j Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I) 
j Unity of invention is lacking (See Box n) 

□ The application contains disclosure of a nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing and the search was caziied out on the 
basis of the sequence listing 

I I filed with the application 

j j furnished by the applicant separately from the application, 

□ but not accompanied by a statement to the effect that it did not include matter going beyond the disclosure in 
application as filed 

With regard to the title, | the text is approved as submitted by the applicant 

j j the text has been established by this Office to read as follows: , 


With regard to the abstract, |x | the text is approved as submitted by the applicant 

p j the text has been established by this Office as it appears in Box in 

The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No, 4 

j I as suggested by the applicant. 

j j because the applicant failed to suggest a figure 

j because this figure better characterises the invention 

j I None of the figures 


Forin,ytf>b/SG/210 (first sheeO (March 1997); ■ . 


AUSTRALIAN PATENT OFFICE 
SEARCH REPORT 


Application No. 
SG 200201118-7 


Box I Observations where certain claims were found unsearciiable (Continuation of item 1 of first siieet) 


This search report has not been established in respect of certain claims for the following reasons: 
I [ Claims Hos. 

because they relate to non-patentable subject matter (sections 13 and 16) not required to be searched by this OfBce, 
namely: 


2. [ I Claims Nos. 

because they relate to parts of the application that does not comply with the prescribed requirements (sections 25(4) 
and 25(5)) to such an extent that no meaningful search can be carried out, specifically: 


Box n Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 


This Office found multiple inventions in this application, as follows: 
The international application does not comply with tiie requirements of unity of invention because it does not relate to on^ 
invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept In coming to tiiis conclusion 
the International Searching Authority has found that there are different inventions as follows: 

1 . Claims 1-12 are directed to a fluid dynamic pressure bearing apparatus having different dynamic pressure 
generating groove deptiis on each tiirust bearing portion. It is considered that different dynamic pressure 
generating groove depths on each thrust bearing portion comprises a first ^'special technical feature". 

2. Claims 13-21 are directed to a fluid dynamic pressure bearing apparatus having different material hardness on 
each thrust bearing portion. It is considered tiiat different material hardness on each thrust bearing portion 
comprises a second special technical feature. 

Since the abovementioned groups of claims do not share any of the technical features identified, a 'technical 
relationship" between the inventions, as defined in PCT rule 13.2 does not exist. Accordingly tiie international 
application does not relate to one invention or to a single inventive concept, a priori. 


|X I Accordingly, this Office is reporting only on the main invention of claims 1-12 , or 
I I Since litUe extra effort was involved, this Office is reporting on tiie inventions of claims 


M^iMi^A^SGmo rcontimiation of first sheet) (March 19^>^: , j 


AUSTRALIAN PATENT OFFICE 
SEARCH REPORT 


Application No. 
SG 200201118-7 


CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 


According to International Patent Classification (IPC) 
Int. CI. ' F16C 17/10, 39/04 


B. 


FIELDS SEARCHED 


Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 


Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 


Electronic data base consulted during the search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 

DWPIrlPC: F16C 17/00, 17/04, 17/10, 39/00, 39/04, H02K 5/16 with keywords: bearing, fluid, dynamic, hydro, 

pressure, thrust and axial. ■. 


DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 


Category* 


Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 


Relevant to 
claim No. 


P. A 


Derwent Abstract Accession No. 2002-474164/51, Class Q62, T03, JP 2002061637 A 

(NTN CORP) 28 February 2002 

abstract 


Derwent Abstract Accession No. 99-156639/14, Q62, JP 11013748 A (SANKYO 

SEIKI MFG CO LTD) 22 January 1999 

abstract 


j I Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C 


I I See patent family aimex 


"O" 


npM 


Special categories of cited documents: 
document defining the genoral state of the art 
which is not considered to be of particular 
relevance 

earlier application or patent but published on or 
after the international filing date 

document which may throw doubts on priority 

claim(s) or which is cited to establish the 

publication date of another citation or other 

special reason (as specified) 

document referring to an oral disclosure, use, 

exhibition or other means 

document published prior to the intemational 


later document pubhshed after the intemational filing date or priority date 
and not in conflict with the application but cited to understand the 
principle or theory underlying the invention 
document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive step 
when the document is taken alone 

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is combined 
with one or more other such documents, such combination being obvious 
to a person skilled in the art 
document member of the same patent family 


filing date but later than the priority dat 

Date of submission of the request to the 

e clamied 

Date of completion of the search report 

Date of mailing of the search report 

Australian Patent Office 


0 6 MAY 2004 

1 1 March 2004 

22 April 2004 


Name and mailing address 

AUSTRALIAN PATENT OFHCE 
PO BOX 200, WODEN ACT 2606, AUSTRALIA 
E-mail address: pct@ipaustralia.gov.au 
Facsimile No. 612 62853929 


Authorised officer 


KURT TOBLER 


|^F6rinAPO/SG./2I0.(second sheet) (March 1 997) 


